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Director’s Notes 
 

Good old fashioned cheeky British sit coms are hardly ever 

seen on TV anymore but when you can put one or even two on 

a stage... well then the worlds your lobster! 

 

Stephen Smith’s funny plays are actually nearer the truth than 

you would imagine both in agencies and waiting to be called 

to action ‘or not’ as the case may be and we have had        

enormous fun rehearsing them, but we also decided to bring 

them a little more up to date and realised just how much the 

world of pc has changed in not that many years! 

 

The cast have once again shown how talented and versatile they are and it’s been a 

pleasure to work with them all. Welcome to Paula Dick who’s appearing for the 

first time with Bods and has been thrown in the deep end performing as the       

bewildered Mary. 

 

Theatre thrives on good dramas and deep dark emotional plays but where would 

we be without the laughter of the audience (and cast and crew) if it wasn’t for the 

farces and tongue in cheek humour British comedy is known for? So sit back,   

expect to have a giggle or two and get swept away in the over the top comedy 

characters played so well by the Bods cast. ENJOY, and thank you all for coming 

and continuing to support Branching Out Drama Society. It’s you we do it for!     

Mandyrae Jessey 

 

 

I am delighted to be Stage Manager again working with Mandy 

and the team, having cut my teeth Stage Managing the        

Chipping Norton Amateur Operatics stage show, Evita. This 

was my first experience working backstage and I enjoyed the 

experience so much, I’m now back for more! I started out in 

amateur theatre at an early age, in ‘A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream’, as my mum was a member of 2 local theatres, and 

practically lived in the theatre. I went on to appear in many 

more productions fromWilly Russel’s ‘Stags and Hens’ to Bob 

Larby’s, ‘A Month of Sundays, however, Noel Coward’s, Hayfever, acting with my 

mum as her daughter has to be my most memorable ‘theatre’ moment.     

Elspeth Elphick 

A village hall, a mix of characters and chaos behind the 

scenes...am I talking about On Location or BODS?! It's been 

great to be a part of another play, with different challenges but 

always new things to learn.     Amy Hopkins 

I have been on an exciting journey with BODS since arriving in 

the Wychwoods in 2022. I initially portrayed both Scrooge’s 

nephew and Fezziwig in “A Christmas Carol,” which      

demonstrated my ability to switch between very different   

characters and costumes, a theme continued in tonight’s       

performances! I subsequently performed in “Blue,” a one-act 

drama that BODS took to several local festivals during Summer 

2023. I also took on the role of the villainous Uncle in our most 

recent pantomime, “A Lad in Boots”.  I love being part of the 

supportive and friendly local community that BODS represents, 

and hope you enjoy tonight's show.    Chris Bull 

At a time of great personal sadness it is a joy to be working with 

Mandy and the wonderful BODS again. 

After some research I find that I have performed on this Hall 

stage some 23 times for the Wychwood Players and On         

Location will be my third appearance with BODS. 

BODS is dedicated to encouraging all age groups, from       

teenagers to oldies like me, to participate in all aspects of theatre 

production. 

With political change in the offing it is important to retain the 

continuity of drama on stage so thank you for voting for 

BODS.”    John Drew 

I moved to Milton under Wychwood eight years ago from   

London where I had dabbled in amateur dramatics ranging from 

pantos to 'Twelve Angry Men'. 

I am enjoying playing the slightly eccentric Victoria in On    

Location; she is proving to be a very interesting character to 

portray! As ever, it is great to be a part of the friendly and    

welcoming Bods family and to be able to bring live theatre to 

all.    Sue Mellerick 



From The Cast... 
I discovered my love of drama 10 years ago with my debut role 

as Chrissy in Brian Friel's  Dancing at Lughnasa - one of my 

favourite plays. From playing one of the 'mothers ' in Blood 

Brothers, Elvira in Blithe Spirit as well as several pantomimes,  

I felt I'd found my calling in this new hobby . 

Working recently, with Mandy & CHAOS, in Evita  has        

certainly raised the bar & I'm thrilled to have found BODS & to 

be working on Background Artistes & On Location. We've had 

many laughs & I've loved meeting new, great people & looking 

forward to what's in store later this year . .    Paula Dick 

I have been a member of BODS since 2022 but have been       

involved in Amateur Dramatics since 2001, performing such 

roles as The Mother Abbess in The Sound Of Music, The    

Wicked Witch in The Wizard of Oz and Miss Hannigan in     

Annie. I performed as The Narrator in the BODS' production of 

A Christmas Carol and was recently The Empress in our last 

pantomime A Lad In Boots. I have really enjoyed playing Enid 

in Background Artiste as, unlike The Empress, she suffers from 

verbal confusion. So listen out and see if you can spot it! I have 

the pleasure of acting opposite my husband in this one and  

hopefully we will still be friends at the end of it!  Teresa O’Hara 

This is my fifth show with BODS and as ever it has been great 

fun. As a nurse doing shift work I am often not able to commit to 

many rehearsals… I think I managed 5 for this show! This   

character is very different to me so it has been my most        

challenging role so far but BODS are such a supportive group, 

they’ve all helped me through. Thank you for supporting us and 

I hope you all enjoy the show as much as we enjoyed rehearsing 

it!    Kirsty Plant 

Like my wife, I have been involved with Amateur Dramatics 

since 2001 and joined BODS in 2022. My past roles have ranged 

from Abanazer in Aladdin, Fezziwig and The Ghost of      

Christmas Present in Scrooge, Heir Zeller in The Sound of    

Music, Mr Bumble in Oliver and the Lion in The Wizard of Oz. 

My previous role for BODS was the Genie in the Pantomime A 

Lad in Boots which was great fun. 

In this production of Background Artiste, Walter shows a less 

desirable side of his character but I am hoping he will also be a 

source for some amusement!   Ian O’Hara 

BODS was founded and run by Mandy in 2017 As a group 

for teenagers but struggled to continue through the Covid 

lockdown period. In early 2022 Mandy decided to re-start 

and open up the group to adults as well as teenagers. This 

initially started just with weekly sessions for learning and fun 

but has now developed into a multi-level, committee-run group with those who  

attend the weekly sessions and those who want to be involved with the bigger 

shows such as this one…or you can do both! 

Our first stage production ‘A Christmas Carol’ won 3 awards including ‘Best 

Show’ in the ODN Winter Drama Festival 2023. 

We would love to get some new members and everyone is very welcome so please 

get in contact if this interests you. We also hold social events. 

Look out for our next productions, in September 2024 and January 2025! 

Contact Chair: Mandyrae Jessey  Wychwoodbods@hotmail.com  

Or visit our Facebook page ‘Branching Out Drama Society’ 

B.O.D.S! 

@Branching Out Drama Society 

Take a look at our new website:   Wychwoodbods.co.uk 

http://www.wychwoodplayers.com/


Cast 

 

Background Artiste 

Alfred ………………….…………………………………..Chris Bull 

Jessica………………...………………………..….….…..Kirsty Plant 

Mary………….……………………………..……………..Paula Dick 

Enid…………………………...…...........……...……...Teresa O’Hara 

Walter……………………..…..……………..….…….…..Ian O’Hara 

 

On Location 

Malcolm…………………………………………………...John Drew 

Roddy……………………………...………..….……….….Chris Bull 

Mary……………………………………………………....Paula Dick 

Sam…………………………………..……...................Amy Hopkins 

Victoria…..………………………………………….....Sue Mellerick 

Extras...……………………………....Christine Hendry, Evie Arnold,     

                                                           Caroline Edwards, Claire Hogan 

 

Production Crew 
 

Director………………………………………..………...…Mandyrae Jessey 

Set design……………...…………………………………...Mandyrae Jessey 

Set builders/painters……………..Tony Mellerick, Paul Cox, Andy Thomas, 

                                                 Mandyrae Jessey, Sue Mellerick, Kirsty Plant 

Stage Manager……………………………………..….....…..Elspeth Elphick 

Crew...……………Jane Arnold, Kirsty Plant, Hannah Elphick, Alfie Arnold 

Sound…………………………...……….………….……….….Sarah Gilbey 

Lighting……………..…………..…………………...……….Tony Mellerick 

‘A Song and a Gingernut’……………………..…..Evie Arnold, Kirsty Plant 

Costumes……...……………………………………...Mandyrae Jessey, Cast 

Props……..……………………………………….…..Mandyrae Jessey, Cast 

Photography…………………………………………….Elizabeth-Rae Large 

Publicity & FOH…………..…..….………………...….…...Mandyrae Jessey 

Bar…………………………………..…………..James Hendry, Mark Jessey 

Poster & Programme………...……...………...…...…………..…Kirsty Plant 

Box Office………………………………………..……..Elizabeth-Rae Large 

B.O.D.S strives to provide a high standard of entertainment to the people of 

the Wychwoods and beyond involving members of the community of all   

ages and experiences. It is important to our committee to keep membership 

costs down to make this group accessible to as many people that want to join 

as possible. However, it costs a lot of money to create a show like this one 

and money is short. Any donations would be greatly appreciated to help us 

keep bringing the entertainment. Please sit back and enjoy our Show! 


